
About Advanced 
Placement



● To learn about AP (Advanced Placement) 
courses and how they can benefit your 
student. 

● To become familiar with the VAHS AP and 
Dual Credit course offerings.

Meeting Goal



Format of the Evening:
1) Short Presentation
2) Then hear from:

● UW Admissions Representative
● AP Teachers and Students

3) Answer Questions



Goals: 
● To expose students to rigorous 

coursework.
● To help students be better 

prepared for post-secondary 
plans.

● To increase the number of 
students enrolled in at least 1 
Advanced Placement Course



What is Advanced Placement (AP)?

❖ The academic “college experience” in high school, 
but teacher and peer supported. 

❖ An opportunity to earn dual credit.

Approximately 89% of responding VAHS students 
report having plans to attend either a 2 or 4 year 
college or university. Is your student ready?

“These are highly rigorous courses taught at the high school that students 
can receive college credit for! Imagine starting college with 3 AP classes 
under your belt, and not having to take those courses in college.”



AP builds skills that last a lifetime.

AP helps students:
● Build confidence 
● Learn time management and study skills
● Dig deeper into subjects that interest them
● Develop research and communication skills
● Learn to tap their creativity, problem-solving,  & analytical skills 

BE MORE PREPARED FOR COLLEGE OR THE WORLD OF WORK!



“In terms of the ultimate indication of 
college success - graduation, studies have 

found that the best predictor of 
bachelor’s degree attainment was the 

rigor of the courses a student completed 
in high school.”

Adelman (1999)

 AP and College Completion Rates



● College students who have not taken an AP class have a 
33% chance of completing a Bachelor's Degree;

● College students who have completed one AP course 
have a 59% chance of completing a Bachelor's Degree; 
and

● College students who have completed two or more AP 
courses increase to 76% their chances of attaining a 
Bachelor's Degree.

(http://www. ed.gov/pubs/Toolbox/toolbox.html)

 AP and College Completion Rates



AP can set students apart in the 
college admission process
● Students who take AP courses send a signal to colleges 

that they’re serious about their education and willing to 
challenge themselves with rigorous coursework.

● Eighty-five percent of selective colleges and 
universities report that a student’s AP experience 
favorably impacts admission decisions.

● An opportunity to prepare for college and possibly earn 
college credits (by passing the AP Exam).



The financial benefits of AP are important to consider

Students who take AP courses and exams are much more 
likely than their peers to complete a college degree on time.

Students who take five years or more to graduate can spend 
an average of $21,500 for each additional year in college.



AP Myths vs. Reality

Myth: 

AP is only worth it if you want 
to earn college credit; I don’t 
know if my child will score 
high enough on the AP Exam to 
get college credit.

Reality: 

o You don’t need to score a 5 on 
the exam to earn college credit

o Many colleges grant credit — 
and placement as well — based 
on a 3 or better on an AP Exam

o AP is not just for students who 
plan to take the exam and 
intend to earn college credit 
that way. There are also 
benefits from just taking the 
course



AP Myths vs. Reality

Reality: 

o AP is for any student who is 
academically motivated to take on 
college-level work.

o Student motivation, perseverance, and 
growth mindset are more frequently 
named by teachers than GPA and test 
scores, as the key to AP success.

o Many assets other than grades, 
including growth mindset, grit, 
community leadership, focus, purpose 
for learning and college aspirations, 
contribute to students’ success in AP.

Myth:

AP is only for students who 
always get good grades.



● Is not required but highly encouraged
● The vast majority of  VAHS students take the AP 

Exam
● Financial Support is available
● It’s about the learning - And being more prepared 

for college and the world of work!

AP EXAM



25 VAHS AP Courses:
● AP Biology
● AP Calculus AB
● AP Calculus BC
● AP Calculus BC - 12
● AP Chemistry
● AP Computer Science A
● AP Computer Science - Principles
● AP Comparative Government & 

Politics
● AP Economics - Macro
● AP Economics - Micro
● AP English Language & Composition
● AP English Literature & Composition
● AP Environmental Science
● AP Human Geography
● AP Music Theory

● AP Physics 1
● AP Physics 2
● AP Physics C - Mechanics
● AP Psychology
● AP Research
● AP Seminar
● AP Spanish Literature & Culture
● AP Statistics
● AP US History
● AP World History - Modern



19 VAHS Dual Credit Courses
● Advanced Accounting
● Advanced Biotechnology
● Advanced Soils and Plants
● Advanced Welding Tech
● Advanced Wood Processes
● Algebra 2
● Biology 2
● Biotechnology
● French 4
● Fundamentals of Public Address
● German 5
● IT Essentials
● Introduction to College Writing and 

Reading Strategies
● Machine Tool
● Mathematical Reasoning
● Metal Fabrication
● Science of Veterinary Medicine 2
● Spanish 5
● Start College Now - Nursing Assistant

7 VAHS Certification Courses
● Coaching and Officiating 

Sports
● Employability Skills
● Lifeguard Training and CPR for 

the Professional Rescuer
● Nursing Assistant
● Professional Culinary 
● Water Safety Instructor 

Training
● Wood Processes 2/Advanced 

Woods



AP Resources and Support

● Financial help for AP Exams is available
◦ Verona Area High School provides free textbooks and exam 

fees for all qualifying students (Free or Reduced Lunch 
eligible). 

● ExploreAP.org
◦ At exploreap.org, your child can make connections between 

AP, college majors and careers that can open a world of ideas 
and inspiration.



● A+ and Test-preparation sessions: During 
A+, before/after school, etc. 

● Academic Resource Centers 
● Developing an AP Student Mentor Program
● AP Summer Boot Camp - Usually English (AP Lang) 

and AP Psych.  Stay tuned to summer school 
offerings. Work on skills, summer assignment, 
etc. 

How VAHS Supports Your Student



● Overview of AP benefits in college admissions 
and beyond
○ College credit by AP exam

● Progression to/in AP coursework  
○ What’s the best fit?

● UW-Madison Admissions
● Q & A

UW-Madison Office of Admissions 
and Recruitment
Mark Swenson



AP Benefits Beyond High School
Rigorous nature can help one prepare for multiple future paths!

● Career exploration 
○ Topic exploration, time management, and problem solving skills

● Higher Education
○ Preparation for time commitment and academic rigor of college 

level coursework
○ Honing time management and study skills, especially with multiple 

courses taken concurrently
● College Credit Potential

○ Taking AP test upon completion of course can earn credit that may 
shorten time to degree - 
■ Potential money saver even with fee for exam

○ Scores of 3+ credit awarded a UW-Madison & other institutions
○ Even if score does not result in credit, still valuable experience!



What’s right for me?

Each student’s AP/rigor progression is going to look different and colleges 
are aware of that!

● Strike a balance between performance and rigor
○ Work with school counselor to help with course selection
○ Often see most challenging schedule in senior year

● How to get started..
○ If hesitant, sampling an AP course in area of interest can be a great 

way to ease into progression
○ Reflect on appealing academic majors and preparatory 

requirements 
● Growth lies outside of your comfort zone



UW-Madison Holistic Review Process

Academic record always comes first in our review – but we consider a 
variety of other factors, including written essays, extracurricular activities, 
leadership involvement, letters of recommendation and standardized test 
scores

● Academic record & school context
○ Assessment goes far beyond GPA
○ Typically see competitive applicants reaching rigorous coursework 

across core subject areas(math, science, social studies, english & 
world language)

○ Academic trends, strengths, and program of study
○ Do not expect AP scores for exams taken before SR year

● Admitted & enrolling students will be prompted to send AP exam 
results for credit evaluation



VAHS  Advanced Placement Students

Nina Donny

Grade 12

Mary Kate Lichty

Grade 12

Jasmine Connor

Grade 12

Amelia Moody

Grade 12

Kaeden Kaltenberg

Grade 12



VAHS  Advanced Placement Students

● What is your first name, grade, and AP 
courses you have taken?

● Talk a bit about your experience in taking 
AP classes.

● What advice would you give to students 
who are considering taking AP for the first 
time?



VAHS  Advanced Placement Teachers 

Ms. Mary Hardin

( AP English Literature and 

Composition)

 Language (10-12th) and 
THEN AP English 
Literature (11-12). One 
should take AP Language 
before AP Literature

Ms. Sophia Ruelas

( AP Spanish Literature and Culture)

Mr. Chris Little

( AP Psychology)

Ms. Julie Berndt

( AP Research & AP US History)

Ms. Hope Mikkelson

( AP Research)

Ms. Deb Breunig

( AP English Literature and 

Composition)



Parent/Student Conversation

89% of VAHS students 
want to go to college. 
Many students are not 
taking the classes to 
prepare.

A conversation with 
parents or guardians is 
one of the top reasons 
current AP Students 
enrolled in these 
courses.

Please have a conversation with your student about 
rigor and course selection.



What You Can Do…

When your child is in high school:
● Encourage your child to take at least 1 AP class – a 

“stretch” or “challenge” class that demonstrates to 
colleges that your child is willing and ready to pursue 
rigor.

● Talk to your child about this and other rigorous learning 
opportunities. 

● Talk to your child’s counselor or advisor about your 
child’s assets, challenges, and interests. 



Can We Answer Any 
Questions?


